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It is an honor for me to represent the Republic of Ireland at today’s 195th Savannah St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. The depth of our history and the vitality of our current 
partnerships in Savannah are emblematic of all that is great about Ireland’s bond with 
the United States. 

We will never forget the manner in which Savannah welcomed in the sons and daughters 
of Ireland generations ago when hardship and famine stalked our green island. They 
were treated with respect and quickly joined in the work of building this diverse trading 
city. Such American stories inform Ireland’s deep love for this country and provide 
inspiration for my work as Ireland’s minister for equality, immigration and integration. 

I am delighted to support the ground-breaking participation of the Omagh Protestant 
Boys Melody Flute Band in this year’s parade. This 30-strong group is an outstanding 
example of the marching band tradition of Ulster, and the visit will profile the diversity 
of culture, heritage, traditions and political perspectives of the island of Ireland. To 
accompany this visit, a fascinating exhibition on the Scotch-Irish in Savannah by the 
Ulster Scots Agency was also displayed here this week. 



 

I am proud that the Irish government, the Savannah St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee, 
the Ulster Scots Agency and the Northern Ireland Bureau have come together to support 
the band’s visit. I look forward to joining official representatives of the United Kingdom 
and Northern Ireland in cheering on the band in the parade. 

I will also be celebrating the participation of sizable contingents from Ireland’s defense 
forces, prison service and An Garda Síochána, our national police service, and a high-
level delegation from Wexford led by the chair of Wexford County Council, Keith Doyle. 

Savannah is a hub for many innovative U.S.-Ireland initiatives. Since its launch last year, 
the Savannah-Wexford Tradebridge has fostered numerous new transatlantic 
relationships for small and medium-sized business thanks to the leadership of the 
Wexford Enterprise Centre, Wexford County Council, the Savannah Economic 
Development Authority and World Trade Center Savannah. Also, an exciting new 
chapter in the relationship between Ireland and Georgia Southern University will soon 
be unveiled. 

These initiatives build on the work of the Irish government-funded Savannah-Wexford 
Axis Research Initiative and the major commercial investments that Irish firms, 
including CRH Americas and the Kerry Group, have already made in Savannah. 

Today, across the U.S., Irish businesses employ over 100,000 people, while Ireland is 
home to more than 760 U.S. companies. American firms choose Ireland because of our 
pro-business environment, exceptional talent and secure access to the huge European 
Union market, and we will become an even more important bridgehead to Europe for 
America in the years ahead. 

I wish you all a happy St. Patrick’s Day, or as we say in Gaelic, Beannachtaí na Féile 
Pádraig oraibh go léir. 

Minister David Stanton, TD, leads Ireland’s office of Equality, Immigration, and 
Integration. 

 


