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Edmund	Spenser	
Extracts	from	

A	Veue	[View]	of	the	Present	State	of	Ireland	
(1596;	not	printed	until	1633)	

	
This	 text	 is	written	 in	 the	English	 that	 you	 speak:	Modern	English.	 It	 is	 an	 early	 form	of	Modern	
English,	so	the	spelling	can	be	a	bit	different	that	what	you’re	used	to.	However,	understanding	it	is	
fairly	straightforward.	Important	matters	(at	least	for	purposes	of	our	classroom	lecture	and	Exam	
2)	are	highlighted	in	yellow—and	super-important	things	in	blue!	
	
In	his	1557	essay	“Of	Plantations,”	the	political	theorist	Sir	Francis	Bacon	drew	a	contrast	between	
settling	 uninhabiuted	 territory	 (“a	 plantation	 in	 pure	 soil”)	 and	 appropriating	 land	 already	
possessed	by	other	(“rather	an	extirpation	than	a	plantation”).		
	

•	
Opening	Section	

Discoursed	by	way	of	a	Dialogue	[which	occurs	in	England]	betwene	Eudoxus	and	Irenius	[who	
recently	returned	to	England	from	a	sojourn	in	Ireland].	

Eudoxus	eu	=	“good”;	doxus	=	“opinion,”	“belief,”	“fame,”	“reputation”	
But	if	that	country	of	Ireland	whence	you	lately	came,	be	so	goodly	and	commodious	a	soyle	[soil]	
as	you	report,	I	wounder	that	no	course	is	taken	for	the	tourning	therof	to	good	uses,	and	reducing	
that	salvage	[savage]	nation	to	better	goverment	and	civillity.	
Irenius	 name	 fuses	 an	ancient	 term	 for	 Ireland	with	Greek	word	 for	 “peace”	 (according	 to	Annabel	
Patterson)	
Mary	 [Listen],	 so	 ther	 have	 bin	 divers	 good	 plotts	 devised,	 and	wise	 counsells	 cast	 alredy	 about	
reformation	 of	 that	 realme	 [realm	 or	 kingdom	 of	 Ireland,	 one	 of	 the	 territories	 ruled	 by	 Queen	
Elizabeth	I],	but	they	say	it	is	the	fatall	destiny	of	that	land,	that	no	purposes,	whatsoever	are	meant	
for	her	good,	wil	prosper	and	take	good	effect:	which,	whether	it	proceede	from	the	very	genius	of	
the	 soyle,	or	 influence	of	 the	 starrs,	or	 that	Almighty	god	hath	not	yet	appoynted	 the	 time	of	her	
reformacion,	or	that	he	reserveth	her	in	this	unquiet	state	still,	for	some	secret	scourge,	which	shall	
by	her	come	unto	England,	it	is	hard	to	be	knowne,	but	yet	much	to	be	feared.	
Eudoxus	
Surely	I	suppose	this	but	a	vaine	conceipt	of	simple	men,	which	judge	things	by	ther	effects,	and	not	
by	ther	causes;	for	I	would	rather	thinck	the	cause	of	this	evel,	which	hangeth	upon	that	country,	to	
proceede	 rather	 upon	 the	 unsoundnesse	 of	 the	 counsell,	 and	 plotts,	 which	 you	 say	 have	 bin	
oftentimes	layd	for	her	reformacon,	or	of	fayntnesse	in	following	and	effecting	the	same,	then	of	any	
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such	fatall	course	or	appoyntment	of	god,	as	you	misdeme;	but	it	is	the	manner	of	men,	that	when	
they	 are	 fallen	 into	 any	 absurdity,	 or	 theyre	 actions	 succeede	 not	 as	 they	would,	 they	 are	 ready	
alwayes	 to	 impute	 the	 blame	 therof	 unto	 the	 heavens,	 so	 to	 excuse	 ther	 own	 folly	 and	
imperfections:	 so	have	 I	 also	heard	 it	 often	wished,	 (even	of	 some	whos	great	wisedome	 in	 [my]	
opinion	should	seme	to	judg	more	soundly	of	so	weighty	a	consideracon)	that	all	that	land	weare	a	
sea-poole	[that	the	best	solution	for	the	Irish	problem	would	be	for	the	country	to	go	away	by	being	
covered	by	the	ocean];	which	kind	of	speach,	is	the	manner	rather	of	desperate	men	far	driven,	to	
wish	the	utter	ruine	of	that	which	they	cannot	redresse,	then	of	grave	counsellors,	which	ought	to	
thinck	nothing	so	hard,	but	that	through	wisdome	it	may	be	maistered	and	subdued;	since	the	poet	
sayth,	that	the	wiseman	shall	rule	even	over	the	starrs,	much	more	over	the	earth:	for	were	it	not	
the	part	of	a	desperate	physition	to	wish	his	diseased	patient	dead,	rather	then	to	imploy	the	best	
indevours	of	his	 skill	 for	his	 recovery:	but	 since	we	are	 so	 far	entred,	 let	us	 I	pray	you,	devise	of	
[explain]	those	evills,	by	which	that	country	is	held	in	this	wretched	case,	that	it	cannot,	as	you	say,	
be	recured.	And	if	it	be	not	painfull	to	you,	to	tell	us	what	things	during	your	late	continuance	ther,	
you	observed,	to	be	most	offensive,	and	impeachfull	unto	the	good	rule	and	government	therof.	
Irenius	
Surely,	 Eudox,	 the	 evills	which	 you	 desire	 to	 be	 recounted	 are	 very	many,	 and	 almost	 countable	
with	those	which	were	hidden	in	the	basket	of	Pandora:	but	since	you	so	please,	 I	will	out	of	that	
infinit	number,	 reckone	but	some	that	are	most	capitall,	and	commonly	occurrent	both	 in	 the	 life	
and	condicions	of	private	men,	and	also	in	the	manage	of	publique	affaires	and	pollicie.	The	which	
you	shall	understand	to	be	of	divers	natures,	as	I	observed	them:	for	some	of	them	are	of	very	great	
antiquity	and	long	continuance;	others	more	late	and	of	lesse	endurance;	others	dayly	growing	and	
increasing	continually,	as	the	evill	occasions	are	every	day	offred.	
Eudoxus	
Tell	 them,	 I	 pray	 you,	 in	 the	 same	 order	 that	 you	 have	 now	 rehearsed	 them;	 for	 ther	 can	 be	 no	
better	methode	then	this	which	the	very	matter	itself	offreth.	And	when	you	have	reckoned	all	the	
evills,	 let	 us	 heare	 your	 opinion	 for	 redressing	 of	 them.	 After	 which	 ther	 will	 perhaps	 of	 it	 self	
appere	 some	 reasonable	way	 to	 settle	 a	 sound	 and	 perfect	 rule	 of	 government	 by	 shunning	 the	
former	 evills,	 and	 following	 the	 offred	 good.	 The	 which	 methode	 we	 may	 learne	 of	 the	 wise	
Physitions,	which	first	require	that	the	malady	be	knowne	throughly	and	discovered:	afterwards	do	
teach	how	to	cure	and	redresse	it:	and	lastly	do	prescribe	a	diet	with	streight	rules	and	orders	to	be	
dayly	observed,	for	fear	of	relaps	into	the	former	disease,	or	falling	into	some	other	more	dangerous	
then	it.	
Irenius	
I	will	then	according	to	your	advisement,	begin	to	declare	the	evills	which	seme	to	be	most	hurtfull	
to	the	comon-weale	[common	wealth	or	good]	of	that	land:	and	first,	those	which	I	sayd	were	most	
ancient	and	long	growne:	and	they	are	also	of	3	kinds;	the	first	in	the	lawes,	the	second	in	customes,	
the	last	in	religion.	
Eudoxus	
Why,	Irenius,	can	there	be	anie	evill	in	the	lawes?	Can	things	which	are	ordayned	for	the	safetie	and	
good	of	all,	turne	to	the	evill	and	hurt	of	them?	This	well	I	wote	[know]	both	in	that	state	and	in	all	
other,	 that	were	 they	not	contayned	 in	doutie	with	 feare	of	 lawe	which	restrayneth	offences,	and	
inflicteth	sharpe	punishment	to	misdoers,	no	man	should	enjoy	anie	thing,	everie	mans	hand	would	
be	against	another.	Therfore	in	finding	fault	with	the	lawes	I	doubt	me	you	shall	muche	over-shote	
your	selfe,	and	make	me	the	more	dislike	your	other	dislikes	of	that	government.	
Irenius	
The	 lawes	Eudoxus,	 I	doe	not	blame	for	 them	selves,	knowing	that	all	 lawes	are	ordayned	for	 the	
good	of	the	common	weal	and	for	repressing	of	licensiousnesse	and	vice:	but	it	falleth	out	in	lawes,	
no	otherwise	then	it	doth	in	Phisick	[medicine	or	healthcare],	which	was	at	first	devized,	and	is	yet	
dayly	ment	and	ministred	 for	 the	health	of	 the	patient:	but	neverthelesse	we	often	 se	 that	 either	
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through	 ignorance	 of	 the	 disease,	 or	 unseasonablenesse	 of	 the	 time,	 or	 other	 accidents	 comming	
betwene,	 in	 stead	 of	 good	 it	 worketh	 hurt,	 and	 out	 of	 one	 evill,	 throweth	 the	 patient	 into	many	
miseries:	 so	 the	 lawes	 were	 at	 first	 intended	 for	 the	 reformacon	 of	 abuses,	 and	 peaceable	
continuance	of	 the	subjects:	but	are	since	either	disannulled	or	quite	prevaricated	 through	chang	
and	alteration	of	times,	yet	are	they	still	good	in	them	selves:	but	to	that	common	wealth	which	is	
ruled	by	them	they	worke	not	that	good	which	they	should,	and	sometimes	also	perhaps	that	evil	
which	they	would	not.	
Eudoxus	
Whether	do	you	meane	this	by	the	common	lawes	of	the	realme	or	by	the	statute	lawes	and	acts	of	
parliament?	 [we	 distinguish	 between	 parliamentary	 law,	 passed	 by	 the	 national	 assembly,	 and	
common	law,	which	exists	and	is	honored	by	practice;	in	general,	common	law	dates	to	when	there	
was	no	formal	parliament]	
Irenius	
Surely	by	them	both:	for	even	the	common	lawes,	being	that	which	William	of	Normandy	brought	in	
with	 his	 conquest	 [the	 successful	 Norman	 invasion	 of	 England	 in	 1066,	 led	 by	 Wiliam	 the	
Conqueror]	 and	 layd	 upon	 the	 neck	 of	 England,	 though	 it	 perhaps	 fitted	 well	 with	 the	 state	 of	
England	 then	 being,	 and	 was	 readily	 obeyed	 through	 the	 power	 of	 the	 commander	 which	 had	
before	subdued	the	poeple	to	him,	and	made	easy	way	to	the	setting	of	his	will;	yet	with	the	state	of	
Ireland	peradventure	it	doth	not	so	well	agre,	being	a	poeple	altogether	stubborn	and	vntamed	and,	
if	it	were	once	tamed,	yet	now	lately	having	quite	shaken	of	ther	yoke	and	broken	the	bands	of	ther	
obedience.	For	England,	before	the	entrance	of	the	Conqueror,	was	an	unpeaceable	kingdome,	and	
but	lately	entred	to	the	mild	and	godly	goverment	of	King	Edward	surnamed	the	confessor;	besides	
now	 lately	 growne	 unto	 a	 lothing	 and	 detestation	 of	 the	 unjust	 and	 tirannous	 rule	 of	 Harold,	 an	
usurper,	which	made	them	the	more	willing	to	accept	of	any	reasonable	condicons	and	order	of	the	
new	Victor,	 thincking	 surely	 it	 could	be	no	worse	 than	 the	 latter,	 and	hoping	well	 it	would	be	as	
good	as	the	former:	yet	what	the	proofe	of	the	first	bringing	in	and	establishing	of	the	lawes	was,	
was	to	many	full	bitterly	made	knowne.	But	with	Ireland	it	 is	far	otherwise:	for	it	 is	a	nation	ever	
acquainted	 with	 warrs,	 though	 but	 amongest	 them	 selves,	 and	 in	 ther	 owne	 kind	 of	 military	
disciplin,	trayned	up	from	ther	youths:	which	they	have	never	yet	bin	tought	to	lay	aside,	nor	made	
to	 learne	 obedience	 unto	 the	 law,	 scarsely	 to	 know	 the	 name	 of	 law,	 but	 in	 stead	 therof	 have	
alwayes	preserved	and	kept	ther	owne	law,	which	is	the	Brehon	law.	
Eudoxus	
What	is	that	which	you	call	the	Brehon	law?	it	is	a	word	unto	us	altogether	unknowne.	
Irenius	
It	 is	 a	 certaine	 rule	of	 right,	unwritten,	but	delivered	by	 tradition	 from	one	 to	an	other,	 in	which	
oftentimes	there	appereth	great	shew	of	equity,	 in	determining	the	right	betwene	part	and	party,	
but	in	many	things	repugning	quite	from	gods	law	and	mans,	as	for	example,	in	the	case	of	murther.	
The	Brehon	that	is	ther	judg,	will	compound	[negotiate]	betwene	the	murtherer,	and	the	frends	of	
the	party	murthered,	which	prosecute	the	action,	that	the	malefactor	shall	give	unto	them,	or	to	the	
child,	or	wife	of	him	that	is	slaine,	a	recompence,	which	they	call	an	Iriach	[eric	=	a	compensatory	
fine,	 rather	 than	 a	 retributive	 action,	 such	 as	 eye	 for	 and	 eye];	 by	which	 vile	 law	 of	 thers,	many	
murders	are	amongest	them	made	up	and	smothered.	And	this	judg	being,	as	he	is	called,	the	Lords	
Brehon,	adjudgeth	for	the	most	part	a	better	share	unto	his	Lord,	that	is	the	Lord	of	the	soyle,	or	the	
head	 of	 that	 septet	 [sept:	 extended	 family],	 and	 also	 unto	 him	 self,	 for	 his	 judgment,	 a	 greater	
portion	than	unto	the	plaintifes	or	parties	grieved.	
Eudoxus	
This	is	a	most	wicked	law	indede:	but	I	trust	it	is	not	now	used	in	Ireland,	since	the	kings	of	England	
have	had	the	absolute	dominion	therof,	and	established	ther	owne	lawes	there.	
Irenius	
Yes	 truly,	 for	 ther	are	many	wide	countries	 in	 Ireland,	 in	which	 the	 lawes	of	England	were	never	
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established,	 nor	 any	 acknowledgement	 of	 subjection	 made:	 and	 also	 even	 in	 those	 which	 are	
subdued	and	seme	to	acknowledg	subjection,	yet	the	same	Brehon	law	is	privily	practised	amongest	
them	selves,	by	reason	that	dwelling	as	they	do,	whole	nations	[clans	or	tribes]	and	septs	[families	
aligned	with	 one	 clan	 or	 another]	 of	 the	 Irish	 together,	without	 any	Englishman	 amongest	 them,	
they	may	do	what	they	list,	and	compound	or	altogether	conceale	amongest	them	selves	ther	owne	
crimes,	of	which	no	notice	can	be	had	by	them	which	would	and	might	amend	the	same,	by	the	rule	
of	the	lawes	of	England.	
Eudoxus	
What	is	this	which	you	say?	and	is	ther	any	part	of	that	realme,	or	any	nacon	therin,	which	have	not	
yet	 been	 subdued	 to	 the	 crowne	 of	 England?	 Did	 not	 the	 whole	 realme	 universally	 accept	 and	
acknowledg	 our	 late	 Prince	 of	 famous	memory,	 Henry	 the	 eighth,	 [second	monarch	 from	 Tudor	
dynasty;	father	of	current	queen,	Elizabeth	I,	last	Tudor	to	serve	as	monarch	of	England-Wales	and	
Ireland]	ther	ownely	King	and	liege	Lord?	
Irenius	
Yes,	verily:	 in	a	parliament	held	 in	 the	 time	of	Sir	Anthony	Saint-Leger,	 then	Lord	Deputy,	all	 the	
Irish	Lords	and	principall	men	came	in,	and	being	by	faire	means	wrought	thereunto,	acknowledged	
King	Henry	 for	 their	Soveraigne	Lord,	reserving	yet,	as	some	say,	unto	them	selves,	all	 ther	owne	
former	privileges	and	signories	inviolate.	
Eudoxus	
Then	by	that	acceptance	of	his	soveraignety	they	also	accepted	of	his	 lawes:	why	then	should	any	
other	 laws	be	now	used	 amongest	 them?	 [refers	 to	Henry	VIII’s	 action	of	 changing	his	 title	 from	
Lord	of	Ireland	to	King	of	Ireland]	
Irenius	
Trew	it	is	that	therby	they	bound	them	selves	to	his	lawes	and	obedience,	and	in	case	it	had	been	
followed	against	them,	as	it	should	have	bin,	and	a	goverment	therupon	presently	settled	amongest	
them	 agreeable	 therunto,	 they	 should	 have	 bin	 reduced	 to	 perpetuall	 civillity	 and	 contayned	 in	
continuall	duty:	but	what	boots	it	[what’s	the	point	of]	to	breake	a	colt,	and	to	let	him	streight	run	
lose	 at	 randome?	 So	 were	 this	 people	 at	 first	 well	 handled,	 and	 wisely	 brought	 to	 acknowledg	
allegiance	to	the	King	of	England:	but	being	straight	left	unto	them	selves,	and	ther	owne	inordinate	
life	and	manners,	they	eftsones	[quickly]	forgot	what	before	they	were	taught,	and	so	sone	as	they	
were	out	of	sight	by	them	selves,	shooke	of	their	bridles,	and	began	to	colt	anew,	more	licensiously	
than	before.	
Eudoxus	
It	 is	 great	 pitty,	 that	 so	 good	 an	 opportunity	was	 omitted,	 and	 so	 happy	 an	 occasion	 foreslacked	
[wasted],	that	might	have	bred	the	eternall	good	of	that	land:	but	do	they	not	still	acknowledg	that	
submission?	
Irenius	
No,	they	do	not;	for	now	the	heirs	and	posterity	of	them	which	yeilded,	the	same	are,	as	they	say,	
either	ignorant	therof,	or	do	willingly	deny,	or	steadfastly	disavow	it.	
Eudoxus	
How	can	they	so	do	justly?	doth	not	the	act	of	the	parent,	in	any	lawfull	grant	or	conveyance,	bind	
his	heires	forever	therunto?	Sith	then	the	ancestors	of	thes	that	now	live	yeilded	them	selves	their	
subjects	and	liege	men,	shall	it	not	ty	ther	children	to	the	same	subjection?	
Irenius	
They	say	no:	for	ther	ancestours	had	had	no	estate	in	any	ther	lands,	Seigniories,	or	hereditaments,	
longer	than	during	ther	owne	lives,	as	they	allege:	for	all	the	Irish	do	hould	ther	lands	by	Tanistrie,	
which	is	to	say,	no	more	but	a	personall	estate	for	his	 lifetime,	that	 is	Tanist.	By	reason	that	he	is	
admitted	therunto	by	election	of	the	country.	[refers	to	Irish	practice	whereby	clan	elects	its	head,	
rather	than	headship	being	passed	from	father	to	eldest	son	(primogeniture)]		
Eudoxus	
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What	is	this	you	call	Tanist	and	Tanistrie?	they	be	names	and	tearmes	never	heard	of	or	knowne	to	
us.	
Irenius	
It	 is	 a	 custome	 amongest	 all	 the	 Irish,	 that	 presently	 after	 the	 death	 of	 any	 their	 chiefe	 Lords	 or	
Captaines,	 they	 do	 presently	 assemble	 them	 selves	 to	 a	 place,	 generally	 appoynted	 and	 knowne	
unto	them,	to	chose	an	other	in	his	stead:	where	they	do	nominate	and	elect,	for	the	most	part,	not	
the	eldest	sonne,	nor	any	of	the	children	of	ther	Lord	deceased,	but	the	next	to	him	of	blood,	that	is,	
the	 eldest	 and	 worthiest,	 as	 commonly	 the	 next	 brother	 unto	 him,	 if	 he	 have	 any,	 or	 the	 next	
couzine	germane,	or	so	forth,	as	any	is	elder	in	that	kindred	or	sept:	and	then	next	to	him	do	those	
chose	the	next	of	the	blood	to	be	Tanist,	who	shall	next	succeede	him	in	the	said	Captenry,	if	he	live	
therunto.	
Eudoxus	
Do	they	use	any	ceremony	in	this	election?	for	all	barberous	nacons	are	commonly	great	observers	
of	cerimonies	and	superstitious	rights.	
Irenius	
They	use	to	place	him	that	shall	be	their	Captaine,	upon	a	stone	alwayes	reserved	for	that	purpose,	
and	placed	commonly	upon	a	hill:	 in	many	of	the	which	I	have	seen	the	fote	of	a	man	formed	and	
graven,	which	they	say	was	the	measure	of	ther	first	Captaines	foot,	wheron	he	standing	receiveth	
an	oath	to	preserve	all	the	former	auncient	customes	of	the	country	inviolable,	and	to	deliver	up	the	
succession	peaceably	to	his	Tanist,	and	then	has	a	wand	delivered	unto	him	by	some,	whose	proper	
office	that	is:	after	which,	discending	from	the	stone,	he	turns	him	selfe	round,	thrice	forwarde	and	
thrice	backward.	
Eudoxus	
But	how	is	the	Tanist	chosen?	
Irenius	
They	say	he	setteth	but	one	fote	upon	the	stone,	and	receiveth	the	like	oath	the	Captaine	did.	
Eudoxus	
Have	you	ever	heard	what	was	 the	occasion	and	 first	beginning	of	 this	custome?	 for	 it	 is	good	 to	
know	the	same,	and	may	perhaps	discover	some	secret	meaning	and	intent	therein,	very	materiall	
to	the	state	of	that	government.	
Irenius	
I	have	heard	that	the	beginning	and	cause	of	this	ordinance	amongest	the	Irish,	was	specially	for	the	
defence	 and	 maintenance	 of	 ther	 land	 in	 ther	 posterity,	 and	 for	 excluding	 all	 innovacon	 or	
alienation	therof	unto	strangers	and	especially	to	the	English:	For	when	ther	Captaine	dieth,	if	the	
Seigniory	should	discend	unto	his	child,	and	he	perhaps	an	infant,	an	other	might	perhaps	step	in	
betwene	and	thrust	him	out	by	strong	hand,	being	then	vnable	to	defend	his	right,	or	to	withstand	
the	force	of	a	forayner:	and	therfore	they	do	appoynt	the	eldest	of	the	kin	to	have	the	seigniory,	for	
that	he	commonly	 is	a	man	of	stronger	yeares,	and	better	experience	to	maintain	the	 inheritance,	
and	to	defend	the	country,	either	against	the	next	bordering	Lords,	which	use	commonly	to	incroch	
one	upon	another	as	each	one	is	stronger,	or	against	the	English,	which	they	thinck	ly	still	in	wayte	
to	wipe	them	out	of	ther	lands	and	territories.	And	to	this	end	the	Tanist	is	always	ready	knowne,	if	
it	should	happen	the	Captaine	suddenly	to	dy	or	be	slayne	in	batayle,	or	to	be	out	of	the	country,	to	
defend	and	kepe	it	from	all	such	doubts	and	dangers.	[F]or	which	cause	the	Tanist	hath	also	a	share	
of	the	country	allotted	unto	him,	and	certaine	cuttings	and	spendings	upon	all	the	inhabitants	under	
the	Lord.	
Eudoxus	
When	 I	heare	 this	word	Tanist	 it	 bringeth	 to	my	 remembrance	what	 I	have	 read	of	Tania,	 that	 it	
should	 signify	 a	 province	 or	 Seignory	 [as]	 Aquitania,	 Lusitania,	 and	 Britania,	 the	which	 some	 do	
thinck	to	be	derived	of	Dania,	that	is,	from	the	Danes:	but,	I	thinck,	amisse,	for	sure	it	semeth	that	it	
came	 anciently	 from	 those	 barberous	 nacons	 that	 overrane	 the	 world,	 which	 possessed	 those	
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dominions,	whereof	they	are	now	so	called.	And	so	it	may	well	be	that	from	thence	the	first	originall	
of	this	word	Tanist	and	Tanistry	came,	and	the	custome	therof	has	since,	as	many	others,	else	bin	
continued:	but	to	that	generall	subjection	of	the	land,	wherof	we	formerly	spake,	me	semes	that	this	
custome	 or	 tenure	 can	 be	 no	 bar	 nor	 impeachment,	 seing	 that	 in	 open	 parlyament	 by	 ther	 said	
acknowledgement	 they	waived	 the	benefit	 therof,	 and	 submitted	 them	selves	 to	 the	ordinance	of	
ther	new	soveraigne.	
Irenius	
Yea	but	they	say,	as	I	earst	tould	you,	that	they	reserved	ther	titles,	tenures,	and	seigniories	whole	
and	 sound	 to	 them	 selves,	 and	 for	 proofe	 alleged	 that	 they	 have	 ever	 since	 remayned	 to	 them	
untouched,	so	as	now	to	alter	them	they	say	shoul’d	be	a	great	wrong.	
Eudoxus	
What	remedy	is	ther	then,	or	means	to	avoyde	this	inconvenience,	for,	without	first	cutting	out	this	
dangerous	 custom,	 it	 semeth	 hard	 to	 plant	 any	 sound	 ordinance,	 or	 reduce	 them	 to	 a	 civill	
government,	since	all	ther	evill	customes	are	permitted	unto	them.	
Irenius	
Surely	 nothing	 hard;	 for	 by	 this	 act	 of	 parlament	 wherof	 we	 speake,	 nothing	 was	 given	 to	 King	
Henry,	which	he	had	not	before	 from	his	auncestors,	but	onelie	 the	bare	name	of	a	King:	 [f]or	all	
other	absolute	power	of	principallity	he	had	in	him	selfe	before	derived	from	many	former	Kings,	
his	famous	progenitours	and	worthy	conquerors	of	that	land,	the	which	since	they	first	conquered	
and	by	force	subdued	vnto	them,	what	neede	he	afterward	to	enter	into	any	such	idle	tearmes	with	
them	to	be	called	ther	King,	when	as	it	is	in	the	power	of	the	Conqueror	to	take	upon	him	self	what	
title	he	will	over	his	dominions	conquered,	for	all	is	the	conqueror’s	(as	Tully	to	Brutus	saith);	and	
therfore	me	semes	in	stead	of	so	great	and	meritorious	a	service	as	they	boast	they	performed	to	
the	King,	in	bringing	all	the	Irish	to	acknowledge	him	for	ther	liege,	they	did	great	hurt	to	his	title,	
and	have	left	a	perpetuall	gall	in	the	mind	of	that	people,	who	before	being	absolutely	bound	to	his	
obedience,	are	now	tyed	but	with	 tearmes	whereas	both	 ther	 lives,	 ther	 lands,	and	 their	 liberties	
were	in	his	fre	power	to	appoynt,	what	tenures,	what	lawes,	what	condicions	he	would	over	them,	
which	were	all	his:	 against	which	 ther	 could	be	no	 rightful	 resistance,	or	 if	 there	were,	he	might,	
when	he	would,	establish	them	with	a	stronger	hand.	
Eudoxus	
Yea,	 but	 perhaps	 it	 semed	better	 vnto	 that	 noble	King	 to	 bring	 them	by	 ther	 owne	 accord	 to	 his	
obedience,	and	to	plant	a	peaceable	goverment	amongest	them,	then	by	such	violent	means	to	pluck	
them	under.	Neither	 yet	hath	he	 therby	 lost	 any	 thing	 that	he	 formerly	had:	 for	having	 al	 before	
absolutely	in	his	owne	power,	it	remayneth	so	still,	he	having	neither	forgiven	nor	foregon	anything	
therby	unto	 them,	but	having	 received	 something	 from	 them,	 that	 is	 a	more	voluntary	and	 loyall	
subjection.	So	as	her	Majestie	may	yet,	when	it	shall	please	her,	alter	any	of	thos	former	ordinances	
or	 appoynt	 other	 lawes,	 that	 may	 be	 more	 both	 for	 her	 own	 behoofe,	 and	 for	 the	 good	 of	 that	
poeple.	
Irenius	
Not	so,	for	it	is	not	so	easy,	now	that	things	are	growne	into	an	habit	and	have	ther	certaine	course,	
to	change	the	channell,	and	turn	ther	streames	an	other	way;	for	they	may	have	now	a	collourable	
pretence	to	withstand	such	innovasion,	having	accepted	of	other	lawes	and	rules	alredy.	
Eudoxus	
But	you	say	they	do	not	accept	of	them,	but	delight	rather	to	leane	to	the	ould	customes	and	Brehon	
lawes,	though	they	be	much	more	vnjust,	and	also	more	inconvenient	for	the	common	poeple,	as	by	
your	 late	 relacion	of	 them	 I	 gathered.	As	 for	 the	 lawes	of	England,	 they	 are	 surely	most	 just	 and	
most	agreeable	both	with	 the	goverment	and	with	 the	nature	of	 the	poeple:	how	falls	 it	out	 then,	
that	you	seme	to	dislike	of	them,	as	not	so	meete	[suitable]	for	that	realm	of	Ireland,	and	not	onely	
the	 common	 law,	but	 also	 the	 statutes	and	acts	of	parlament,	which	were	 specially	provided	and	
intended	for	the	onely	benefit	therof?	
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Irenius	
I	was	about	to	have	tould	you	my	reason	therin,	but	 that	you	your	self	drew	me	away	with	other	
questions,	 for	 I	was	 shewing	 you	by	what	means,	 and	 in	what	 sort,	 the	positive	 lawes	were	 first	
brought	in	and	established	by	the	Norman	Conqueror:	which	were	not	by	him	devised,	nor	applyed	
to	the	state	of	the	realme	then	being,	nor	as	it	might	best	be,	(as	should	by	lawgivers	be	principally	
regarded,)	but	were	indede	the	very	lawes	of	his	owne	country	of	Normandy:	the	condicon	wherof,	
how	far	 it	differeth	 from	this	of	England,	 is	apparent	to	everie	 least	 judgment.	But	 to	transfer	the	
same	 lawes	 for	 the	governing	of	 the	realme	of	 Ireland,	was	much	more	 inconvenient	and	unmete	
[unsuitable]:	 for	 he	 found	 a	 better	 advantage	 of	 the	 time,	 then	 was	 in	 the	 planting	 of	 them	 in	
Ireland,	and	followed	the	execution	of	them	with	more	severity,	and	was	also	present	in	person	to	
overloke	 the	 magistrates,	 and	 to	 over	 awe	 the	 subjects	 with	 the	 terror	 of	 his	 sword,	 and	
countenance	of	his	Majestie.	But	not	so	in	Ireland:	for	they	were	otherwise	effected,	and	yet	not	so	
remayned,	 so	 as	 the	 same	 lawes,	 me	 semes,	 can	 ill	 fit	 with	 their	 disposicion,	 or	 work	 that	
reformacon	that	is	wished:	for	lawes	ought	to	be	fashioned	unto	the	manners	and	condicons	of	the	
people	to	whom	they	are	ment,	and	not	to	be	 imposed	upon	them	according	to	the	simple	rule	of	
right:	 for	 then,	 as	 I	 sayd,	 in	 stead	 of	 good	 they	 may	 work	 ill,	 and	 pervert	 justice	 to	 extreame	
injustice:	 [f]or	he	that	would	transfer	the	 lawes	of	 the	Lacedemonians	[Spartans]	 to	the	poeple	of	
Athens	 should	 find	 a	 great	 absurdity	 and	 inconvenience:	 for	 those	 lawes	 of	 Lacedemon	 were	
devised	 by	 Licurgus,	 as	 most	 proper	 and	 best	 agreeing	 with	 that	 people,	 whom	 he	 knew	 to	 be	
inclined	altogether	to	warrs,	and	therfore	wholy	trayned	them	up	even	from	ther	cradles	in	armes	
and	military	exercises,	clean	contrary	to	the	institution	of	Solon,	who,	in	his	lawes	to	the	Athenians	
labored	by	all	means	to	temper	ther	warlike	courages	with	swete	delights	of	learning	and	sciences,	
so	that	as	much	as	the	one	[Sparta]	excelled	in	arms,	the	other	[Athens]	exceded	in	knowledg:	the	
like	regard	and	moderation	ought	to	be	had	in	tempering	and	managing	of	this	stubburn	nation	of	
the	Irish,	to	bring	them	from	their	delight	of	licensious	barbarisme	unto	the	love	of	goodnesse	and	
civillity.	
Eudoxus	
I	cannot	se	how	that	may	better	be	then	by	the	discipline	of	the	lawes	of	England:	for	the	English	
were,	at	first,	as	stout	and	war	like	a	poeple	as	ever	were	the	Irish,	and	yet	ye	se	are	now	brought	to	
that	civillity,	that	no	nacon	in	the	world	excelleth	them	in	all	godly	conversacon,	and	all	the	studies	
of	knowledg	and	humanity.	
Irenius	
What	they	now	be,	both	you	and	I	se	very	well;	but	by	how	many	thorny	and	hard	wayes	they	are	
come	 therunto,	 by	 how	 many	 civill	 broyls,	 by	 how	 many	 tumultuous	 rebellions,	 that	 even	
hazard[ed]	often	times	the	whole	safety	of	the	kingdome,	may	easily	be	considered:	all	which	they	
neverthelesse	 fairely	 overcame,	 by	 reason	 of	 the	 continewal	 presence	 of	 the	 King,	 whos	 onely	
person	 is	 oftentimes	 in	 stead	 of	 an	 army,	 to	 contayne	 the	 unruly	 poeple	 from	 a	 thousand	 evill	
occasions,	which	that	wretched	kingdome	[Ireland],	is	for	want	therof	daily	carried	into.	The	which	
when	they	so	make	head,	no	 lawes,	no	penalties	can	restraine,	but	 that	 they	do	 in	 the	violence	of	
that	 fury,	 tread	doune	and	 trample	under	 foote	all	both	divine	and	humane	things,	and	 the	 lawes	
themselves	 they	 do	 specially	 rage	 at,	 and	 rend	 in	 peces,	 as	 most	 repugnant	 to	 ther	 liberty	 and	
naturall	fredome,	which	in	ther	madnesse	they	effect.	
Eudoxus	
It	is	then	a	very	unseasonable	time	to	plead	law,	when	swords	are	in	the	hands	of	the	vulgare,	or	to	
thinck	 to	 retaine	 them	 with	 feare	 of	 punishments	 when	 they	 loke	 after	 liberty	 and	 shake	 of	 all	
goverment.	
Irenius	reflecting	on	the	invasion	of	Ireland,	from	1169	(reign	of	Henry	II),	headed	by	Strongbow	
Then	so	it	is	with	Ireland	continually,	for	the	sword	was	never	yet	out	of	ther	hand,	but	when	they	
are	 weary	 with	 warrs,	 and	 brought	 doune	 to	 extreame	 wretchednesse;	 then	 they	 creepe	 a	 litle	
perhaps,	and	sewe	for	grace,	till	they	have	gotten	new	breath	and	recovered	strength	againe:	so	it	is	
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in	vaine	to	speake	of	planting	of	lawes	and	plotting	of	pollicies	till	they	be	altogether	subdued.	
Eudoxus	
Were	 they	 not	 so	 at	 the	 first	 conquering	 of	 them	 by	 Strangbowe,	 in	 the	 time	 of	 King	 Henry	 the	
second?	 [From	 1169,	 a	 Cambro-Norse	 force	 endorsed	 by	 and	 broadly	 loyal	 to	 King	 Henry	 II	 of	
England	 invaded	 Ireland,	under	 the	 leadership	of	Richard	de	Clare	 (Earl	of	Pembroke),	 a	warrior	
lord	with	the	nickname	of	Strongbow]	Was	there	not	a	thorowe	way	[an	attempt]	then	made	by	the	
sword,	for	the	imposing	of	the	lawes	upon	them?	and	were	they	not	then	executed	with	such	mighty	
hand	as	you	sayd	was	used	by	the	Norman	Conqueror?	What	odds	is	there	then	in	this	case?	why	
should	not	 the	 same	 lawes	 take	 as	 good	effect	 in	 that	poeple,	 as	 they	did	here,	 being	 in	 like	 sort	
prepared	by	the	sword,	and	brought	under	by	extremity?	and	why	should	it	not	continew	in	as	good	
force	and	vigor	for	the	contayning	of	the	poeple?.	
Irenius	
The	case	yet	is	not	like;	but	ther	apperes	great	odds	betwene	them;	for	by	the	conquest	of	Henry	the	
second,	trew	it	is	that	the	Irish	were	utterly	vanquished	and	subdued,	so	as	no	enemy	was	able	to	
hold	up	his	head	against	his	powre:	in	which	there	weaknesse	he	brought	in	his	lawes,	and	settled	
them	as	now	they	ther	remaine,	like	as	William	the	Conqueror	did:	so	as	in	thus	much	they	agre,	but	
in	 the	 rest,	 that	 is,	 the	 chiefest,	 they	 varie:	 ffor	 to	whom	did	King	Henry	 the	 second	 impose	 thos	
lawes,	 not	 to	 the	 Irish,	 for	 the	most	 part	 of	 them	 fled	 from	his	 power	 into	 deserts	 [unpopulated	
zones]	 and	mountaynees,	 leaving	 the	wide	 country	 to	 the	 conqueror,	who	 in	 ther	 stead	 eftsones	
placed	Englishmen,	who	possessed	all	the	land	and	did	quite	shut	out	the	Irish,	or	the	most	part	of	
them:	 and	 to	 those	 new	 inhabitants	 and	 Colonies	 he	 gave	 his	 lawes,	 to	wete	 [namely],	 the	 same	
lawes	under	which	they	were	born	and	bred,	the	which	it	was	not	difficulte	to	place	amongst	them,	
being	 formerly	 well	 entred	 therunto;	 unto	 whom	 afterward	 ther	 repaired	 divers	 of	 the	 pore	
distressed	poeple	of	the	Irish	for	succor	and	reliefe:	of	whom,	such	as	they	thought	fit	for	labor,	and	
industriouslie	disposed,	as	the	most	part	of	theire	baser	sort	are,	they	received	unto	them	as	theire	
vassalls,	 but	 scarcelie	 vouchsafed	 to	 impart	 unto	 them	 the	 benefite	 of	 those	 lawes,	 under	which	
them	selves	lived,	but	everie	one	made	his	will	a	commandment	and	a	lawe	unto	his	owne	vassall.	
Thus	was	not	the	lawe	of	England	ever	properlie	applied	unto	the	Irish	nacon,	as	by	a	purposte	plott	
of	goverment,	but	as	they	could	insynuate	and	steale	them	selves	under	the	same	by	theire	humble	
carriage	and	submission.	
Eudoxus	
How	comes	it	then	to	passe,	that	havinge	ben	once	so	lowe	brought,	and	thoroughlie	subjected	they	
afterwards	lifted	them	selves	so	stronglie	agayne,	and	sithence	doe	stand	stifflie	against	all	rule	and	
goverment?	
Irenius	
They	 saie	 that	 they	 contynued	 in	 that	 lowlynesse	 untill	 the	 time	 that	 the	 division	 betwene	 the	
houses	of	Lancaster	and	York	arose	for	the	Crowne	of	England:	At	which	tyme	all	the	greate	English	
lords	and	gentlemen	which	had	great	possessions	in	Ireland,	repaired	over	hither	into	England,	to	
succor	their	ffriends	here	and	to	strengthen	theire	partie	for	to	obtene	the	Crowne:	others	to	defend	
there	landes	and	possessions	against	suche	as	hovered	after	the	same	uppon	hope	of	the	alteracon	
of	 the	 kingdome,	 and	 successe	 of	 that	 side	which	 they	 had	 favored	 and	 effected.	 Then	 the	 Irishe	
whom	they	before	had	banished	into	the	mountaynes,	where	they	lived	only	uppon	white	meates,	
as	it	is	recorded:	seeinge	now	there	so	dispeopled	land	weakened,	came	downe	into	all	the	playnes	
adjoyninge,	 and	 thence	 expellinge	 those	 fewe	 Englishe	 that	 remayned,	 repossesste	 them	 agayne;	
since	whych	 tyme	 they	have	 remayned	 in	 them,	and	growinge	greater,	have	brought	under	 them	
many	 of	 the	 Englishe	 which	 were	 before	 theire	 lords	 [the	 historical	 phenomenon	 known	 as	 the	
Hibernicization	 of	 the	 Cambro-Norse,	 which	 caused	 them	 to	 become	 the	 Hiberno-Norse	 or	 Old	
English:	 “more	 Irish	 than	 the	 Irish	 themselves”]	 This	 is	 one	 of	 the	 occasions	 by	 which	 all	 those	
countries	[regions	within	Irleand]	which,	lyinge	nere	unto	any	mountaynes	or	Irishe	deserts,	which	
had	bin	planted	with	Englishe,	were	 shortlie	displanted	 and	 lost.	As	namelie	 in	Mounster,	 all	 the	
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landes	 adjoyning	 unto	 Slowlougher,	 Arlo,	 and	 the	 bogg	 of	 Allon.	 In	 Connaght,	 all	 the	 Countries	
borderinge	 uppon	 the	 Culvers’;	 Montroo,	 and	 O’Rourkes’	 countrie.	 In	 Leinster	 all	 the	 landes	
neighboring	unto	the	mountaynes	of	Glanmulls,	unto	Shellelagh,	unto	the	Briskbagh,	and	Poulmont.	
In	Ulster,	 all	 the	 countries	near	unto	Tirconnell,	Tyronne,	 and	Hertellagh,	 and	 the	Scottes	 [native	
Irish].	
Eudoxus	
Surelie	 this	was	 a	 great	 violence:	 but	 yett	 by	 your	 speche	 it	 semeth	 that	 onlie	 the	 Countrie	 and	
vallies	near	adjoyninge	unto	those	mountaynes	and	desertes,	were	thus	recovered	by	the	Irishe:	but	
how	comes	it	now	that	wee	see	almost	all	that	Realme	repossessed	of	them?	Was	there	any	more	
such	evil	occasons	growinge	by	the	troubles	of	England?	Or	did	the	Irishe,	out	of	thes	places	so	by	
them	gotten,	breake	further	and	stretche	them	selves	out	 thorough	the	whole	 land?	But	nowe	for	
ought	 that	 I	can	understand,	 there	 is	no	part	but	 the	bare	English	pale	 [Dublin	and	 its	 immediate	
hinterland,	where	the	English	had	complete	control;	called	the	Pale	because	surrounded	by	a	pale	
or	wall],	in	which	the	Irishe	have	not	the	greatest	footinge.	
Irenius	 reflecting	 on	 15th-century,	 anti-English	 rebellions	 during	 and	 a	 little	 beyond	 the	 reign	 of	
Edward	IV,	with	leading	Irish	actors	being	a	branch	of	the	O’Neill	clan	(Ulster)	and	Murrough	O’Brien	
(mainly	Munster);	the	greater	backdrop	is	the	dynastic	struggle	in	England	known	as	the	War	of	the	
Roses	
[This	 section	 concerns	 anti-English	 campaigns	 of	 the	 late	 1400s,	 led	 in	Ulster	 by	 a	 branch	of	 the	
O’Neill	 family	and	 in	Munster	(and	southern	Connacht)	by	Murrough	O’Brien	of	Thomond.]	Bothe	
out	 of	 theis	 smale	 begynnynges	 by	 them	 gotten	 near	 to	 the	mountaynes,	 did	 they	 spreade	 them	
selves	into	the	Inland	Countrie;	and	also,	to	theire	further	advantage,	there	did	other	like	unhappie	
accidentes	happen	out	of	England,	which	gave	harte	and	good	opportunitye	to	them	to	regain	theire	
old	possessions.	Ffor	in	the	reigne	of	Kinge	Edward	the	fourth	[1461-1483	(with	an	interruption);	
first	 English	 monarch	 from	 House	 (dynasty)	 of	 York,	 whose	 symbol	 was	 a	 white	 rose]	 things	
remained	yet	 in	 the	 same	state	 that	 they	were	after	 the	 late	 [earlier]	breakinge	out	of	 the	 Irishe,	
which	I	spake	of:	And	that	noble	Prince	[King	Edward	IV]	began	to	cast	an	eye	unto	Ireland,	and	to	
mynde	 the	 reformacon	 of	 thinges	 there	 rune	 amisse:	 for	 he	 sent	 over	 his	 brother	 [George]	 the	
worthie	 Duke	 of	 Clarence,	 who	 having	 married	 the	 heire	 of	 Larie,	 and	 by	 her	 havinge	 all	 the	
Erledom	 of	 Ulster,	 and	 moche	 in	 Meathe	 and	 in	 Mounster,	 verie	 carefullie	 went	 about	 in	 the	
redressinge	of	those	late	evills:	and	though	he	could	not	beate	out	the	Irishe	agayne,	by	reason	of	
his	shorte	contynuance,	yet	he	did	shutt	them	upp	within	those	narrowe	corners	and	glennes	under	
the	 mountayne	 foot	 in	 which	 they	 lurked,	 and	 soe	 kept	 them	 from	 breaking	 any	 further,	 by	
buildinge	strang	holdes	uppon	everie	border,	and	fortifyinge	all	passages:	Amongest	the	which	he	
built	the	castle	of	Clare	in	Thurmond:	of	which	Countrie	he	had	the	inheritance,	and	of	Mortymer’s	
landes	 adjoining,	which	 is	 nowe	 by	 the	 Irishe	 called	Killalowe.	 But	 the	 tymes	 of	 that	 good	Kinge	
growinge	 troublesome,	did	 lett	 the	 thorough	 reformacon	of	 all	 things.	And	 thereunto	 soone	 after	
was	added	another	fatall	mischiefe,	which	wrought	a	greater	calamitie	then	all	the	former.	For	the	
said	Duke	of	Clarence,	 then	Lord	Lieftenant	of	 Ireland,	was	by	practize	of	evill	persons	about	 the	
Kinge	his	brother,	called	thence	awaye,	and	soone	after	by	synister	meanes	was	cleane	made	awaye	
[i.e.	 Duke	 of	 Clarence	 killed].	 Presentlie	 [a	while	 later]	 after	whose	 deathe	 all	 the	 North	 [Ulster]	
revoltinge,	did	sett	up	Oneale	[a	native-Irish	warlord,	 from	a	branch	of	Ulster’s	O’Neill	 family]	 for	
theire	 Capten,	 beinge	 before	 that	 of	 smale	 power	 and	 regard:	 and	 there	 arose	 in	 that	 parte	 of	
Thomond	 [area	within	Munster	 and	 part	 of	 Connacht,	 associated	with	 the	Dál	 gCais	 (or	O’Brien)	
tribe],	one	of	the	O-Bryens,	called	Murrogh-en-ranagh,	that	is,	Morrys-of-the-ffarme,	or	waste	wylde	
places:	who,	gatheringe	unto	him	all	the	relickes	of	the	discontented	Irishe,	eftsones	surprised	the	
said	Castle	of	Clare,	burnt	and	spoyled	all	the	English	there	dwelling,	and	in	short	space	possessed	
all	 the	 country	 beyond	 the	 river	 of	 Shenan	 [Shannon]	 and	 near	 adjoyning.	 Whence	 shortlie	
breakinge	forth	like	a	sudden	tempest,	he	[Murrough	O’Brien]	overran	all	Mounster	and	Connaught,	
breakinge	downe	all	the	holdes	and	fortresses	of	the	Englishe,	defacinge	and	utterlie	subvertinge	all	
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corporate	 Townes	 that	 were	 not	 stronglie	 walled:	 for	 those	 he	 had	 no	 meanes	 nor	 engynes	 to	
overthrowe;	neither	 indede	would	he	stay	at	all	about	them,	but	speedilie	ran	forwarde,	counting	
his	suddennes	his	most	vantage,	that	he	might	overtake	the	Englishe	before	they	could	fortefie	or	
gather	them	selves	together.	So	in	short	time	he	cleane	wyped	out	many	greate	townes,	as	first	in	
Chegin,	 then	Killalowe,	 before	 called	Clarryfort;	 afterward	Tharles,	Mourne,	Buttevant,	 and	many	
others,	viz.	[one-line	gap	in	original	manuscript]	whose	names	I	can	not	remember,	and	of	some	of	
which	there	is	now	no	memorie	nor	signe	remayning.	Upon	report	whereof	there	flocked	unto	him	
all	 the	 scume	 of	 the	 Irishe	 out	 of	 all	 places,	 that	 ere	 longe	 he	 had	 a	 mightie	 army,	 and	 thence	
marched	 forth	 into	 Lynster,	 where	 he	 wrought	 greate	 outrages,	 wastinge	 and	 spoylinge	 all	 the	
Countrie	 where	 he	 went:	 For	 it	 was	 his	 pollicie	 to	 leave	 no	 holde	 behinde	 him,	 but	 to	make	 all	
playne	and	waste.	In	the	which	he	[Murrough	O’Brien]	sone	after	created	himselfe	Kinge,	and	was	
called	Kinge	of	all	 Ireland;	which	before	him	 I	doe	not	 read	 that	any	did	 so	generallie,	but	onelie	
Edwarde	lee	Bruce.	
Eudoxus	
What,	 was	 there	 ever	 any	 generall	 Kinge	 of	 all	 Ireland?	 I	 never	 heard	 it	 before,	 but	 that	 it	 was	
alwaies,	whilest	it	was	under	the	Yrishe,	divided	into	fower,	and	sometimes	into	five	kingdomes	or	
dominions	[the	five	original	provinces].	But	this	Edward	lee	Bruce,	what	was	he,	that	he	could	make	
him	selfe	Kinge	of	all	Ireland?	
Irenius	
I	would	tell	you,	that	in	case	you	would	not	challendge	me	for	forgetting	the	matter	which	I	had	in	
hand,	that	is,	the	inconvenience	and	unfitnes	which	I	supposed	to	be	in	the	lawes	of	the	land.	
Eudoxus	
No	surely	I	have	no	cause,	for	neither	is	this	impertynent	thereunto;	for	sithence	you	did	sett	your	
corse,	as	 I	 remember,	 in	your	 first	part,	 to	 treat	of	 the	evills	which	hindereth	 the	peace	and	good	
orderinge	of	that	land,	amongest	which	that	of	the	inconvenience	of	the	lawes	was	the	first	which	
you	had	 in	hand,	 this	discourse	of	 the	overrunninge	and	wastinge	of	 the	 realme	 is	very	materiall	
there	unto,	for	that	it	was	the	begynnyng	of	other	evills,	which	sithence	have	afflicted	that	land,	and	
opened	a	way	unto	the	Irish	to	recover	theire	possession,	and	to	beate	out	the	Englishe	which	had	
formerlie	wonne	 the	 same.	And	besides,	 it	will	 give	 greate	 light	both	unto	 the	 seconde	 and	 third	
parte,	which	is	the	redressinge	of	those	evills,	and	plantinge	of	some	good	forme	or	pollicie	therin,	
by	renewinge	the	remembrance	of	those	occasions	and	accidentes,	by	which	those	ruynes	hapned,	
and	layinge	before	us	the	ensamples	of	those	tymes,	to	be	compared	with	ours	and	to	be	rewarded	
by	those	which	shall	have	to	doe	in	the	like.	Therefore	I	praye	yow,	tell	them	unto	us,	and	as	for	the	
point	where	you	lefte,	I	will	not	forgett	afterwardes	to	call	you	backe	agayne	thereunto.	
Irenius	reflecting	on	an	early-14th-century	invasion	of	Ireland	by	Scottish	crown	froces	
This	Edward	 le	Bruce,	was	 the	brother	of	King	Roberte	 lee	Bruce,	who	was	Kinge	of	 Scotland	att	
such	 tyme	 as	 King	 Edwarde	 the	 second	 reigned	 here	 in	 England	 [this	 section	 concerns	 the	
unsuccessful	campaign	(1315-1318)	by	Edward	Bruce,	brother	of	King	Robert	Bruce	of	Scotland,	to	
wrest	control	of	Ireland	from	King	Edward	II	of	England],	and	bare	a	most	malicious	and	spitefull	
mynde	against	King	Edwarde,	doinge	him	all	 the	scathe	he	could,	and	annoyinge	his	territories	of	
England,	whilest	he	was	troubled	with	civill	warres	of	his	Barons	att	home.	He	also,	to	worke	him	
the	 more	mischiefe,	 sent	 over	 his	 said	 brother	 Edwarde,	 with	 a	 power	 of	 Scottes	 [Scottish	 (not	
Irish)	 soldiers]	 and	 Red-shankes	 [mercenary	 soldiers	 from	 the	 Western	 Isles	 of	 Scotland]	 into	
Ireland,	where,	by	meanes	of	the	Lacies	and	of	Irishe	with	whom	they	combyned,	they	got	footinge,	
and	gatheringe	unto	him	all	the	scatterlyn[g]s	and	outlawes	out	of	all	the	woodes	and	mountaynes,	
in	which	they	longe	had	lurked,	marched	forth	into	the	English	pale,	which	then	was	chieflie	in	the	
North,	from	the	point	of	Dunluce,	and	beyond	unto	Dublyn:	havinge	in	the	midst	of	her	Knockfergus,	
Belfast,	Armagh;	Carlingforde,	which	are	nowe	the	most	out-boundes	and	abandoned	places	in	the	
Englishe	pale,	 and	some	no	parte	 thereof	at	 all:	 ffor	 it	 stretcheth	nowe	no	 further	 than	Dundalke	
towardes	 the	North.	There	 the	 said	Edward	 lee	Bruce	 spoyled	and	burnt	 all	 the	old	English	pale,	
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puttinge	to	the	sworde	all	the	Englishe	inhabitantes,	and	sacked	and	raced	all	Cytties	and	corporate	
Townes,	 no	 lesse	 then	Murro	 en	Ranagh	 [Murrough	O’Brien	 of	 Thomond],	 of	whom	 I	 earst	 tolde	
you:	 ffor	 hee	wasted	Belfast,	 Greene	 castell,	 Kiells,	 Beltalbott,	 Castletowne,	Newtowne,	 and	many	
other	verie	good	 townes	and	stronge	holdes	he	rooted	out	 the	noble	 ffamilies	of	 the	Audleys,	 the	
Talbottes,	 the	Tutchites,	 the	Chamberlaynes,	the	Mandevilles,and	the	Salvages,	though	of	the	Lord	
Salvage	 there	 remayne	yet	 an	heire,	 that	 is	now	a	verie	poore	gentleman	dwellinge	at	 the	Ardes.	
And	 cominge	 lastlie	 to	Dundalke,	 he	 there	made	 him	 selfe	 Kinge	 and	 rained	 by	 the	 space	 of	 one	
whole	yere,	by	the	name	of	Edwarde	Kinge	of	Ireland,	until	that	King	Edwarde	of	England,	having	
sett	some	quiett	in	his	affaires	at	home,	sent	over	the	Lord	John	Birmingham	to	be	Generall	of	the	
warres	against	him,	who	encountringe	him	near	to	Dundalke,	overthrew	his	armye	and	slewe	him	
selfe,	 and	 presentlie	 followed	 the	 victory	 so	 hotlie	 upon	 his	 Scottes,	 that	 he	 suffred	 them	 not	 to	
staye,	or	gather	them	selves	togeather	agayne,	untill	they	came	to	the	sea	coast.	Notwythstandinge,	
all	 the	 waie	 as	 they	 fledd,	 for	 verie	 rancor	 and	 despite,	 they	 utterlie	 wasted	 and	 consumed	
whatsoever	they	had	before	left	unspoiled;	so	that	of	all	townes	and	castells,	fortes,	and	bridges	and	
habitacons,	 he	 left	 not	 any	 stick	 standing,	 nor	 any	 people	 remayning:	 for	 those	 fewe,	which	 yett	
survived,	 fled	 from	 his	 furye	 further	 into	 the	 English	 pale	 that	 now	 is.	 Thus	 was	 all	 that	 godlie	
Countrie	[portion	of	Ireland,	north	of	Dublin,	most	affected	by	Bruce	invasion]	utterlie	wasted	and	
left	desolate.	And	as	[it]	yet	remayneth	to	this	daie,	which	before	had	ben	the	chiefe	ornament	and	
beautie	of	Ireland.	ffor	that	parte	of	the	north	sometyme	was	as	populous	and	plentifull	as	any	parte	
in	 England,	 and	 yelded	 unto	 the	 kinges	 of	 England,	 as	 yett	 appeareth	 by	 good	 recordes,	 thirty	
thousand	markes	of	olde	money	by	the	peece,	beside	many	thowsand	of	able	men	to	serve	them	in	
their	warres.	Suer	 it	 is	yett	a	most	bewtifull	and	sweete	Country	as	any	 is	under	heaven,	 seamed	
thoroughout	 with	 many	 godlie	 rivers,	 replenished	 with	 all	 sortes	 of	 fishe	 most	 aboundantlie;	
sprinkled	with	verie	many	sweete	 Ilandes	and	goodlie	 lakes,	 like	 litle	 inland	seas,	 that	will	 carrie	
even	shippes	uppon	 theire	waters;	adorned	with	goodlie	woodes,	 fitt	 for	buildinge	of	houses	and	
shipes,	so	commodiouslie,	as	that	if	some	princes	in	the	world	had	them,	they	would	soone	hope	to	
be	 lordes	of	all	 the	seas,	and	er	 longe	of	all	 the	worlde;	also	 full	of	verie	good	portes	and	havens	
openinge	upon	England	 [and]	 Scotland,	 as	 invitinge	us	 to	 come	unto	 them,	 to	 see	what	 excellent	
commodities	that	Countrie	can	afforde,	besides	the	soyle	it	selfe	most	fertile,	fitt	to	yelde	all	kynde	
of	 fruit	 that	 shalbe	 committed	 there	 unto.	 And	 lastlie	 the	 heavens	 most	 milde	 and	 temperate,	
though	somewhat	more	moyste	then	the	partes	towardes	the	West.	
Eudoxus	
Truly	 Irenius,	 what	with	 the	 prayses	 of	 your	 countrie,	 and	what	with	 the	 lamentable	 Dysolucon	
therof	made	by	those	ragtailes	in	Scotland,	you	have	fylled	me	with	a	greate	compassion	of	theire	
calamities,	that	I	doe	moch	pittie	that	sweet	land,	to	be	subject	to	so	many	evills,	as	everie	daie	I	see	
more	 and	more	 throwen	upon	her,	 and	doe	halfe	begynne	 to	 thinke,	 that	 it	 is,	 as	 you	 said	 at	 the	
begynninge,	her	fatall	misfortune,	above	all	countries	that	I	knowe,	to	be	thus	miserablie	tossed	and	
turmoiled	 with	 theis	 variable	 stormes	 of	 afflictions:	 but	 synce	 wee	 are	 thus	 far	 entred	 into	 the	
consideracon	 of	 her	mishappes,	 tell	me,	 have	 there	 ben	 any	more	 such	 tempestes,	 as	 you	 terme	
them,	wherein	she	has	thus	wretchedlie	ben	wracked?	
Irenius	 reflecting	 on	 an	 anti-English	 rebellion	 in	 Ireland,	 initiated	 in	 1534	by	 Silken	Thomas,	when	
Henry	VIII	was	king	
Verie	many	more,	god	wot,	have	there	ben,	in	which	her	principall	partes	have	ben	torn	a	sunder,	
but	none	that	I	can	remember,	so	universall	as	these.	And	yet	the	[anti-English]	rebellion	of	Thomas	
ffitzGarrett	[actually,	Thomas	Fitzgerald	(1513-1537),	an	Irish	nobleman	whose	title	was	10th	Earl	
of	Kildare	and	whose	nickname	was	Silken	Thomas]	did	well	nighe	stretche	it	self	into	all	partes	of	
Ireland	[the	rebellion	began	 in	1534].	But	 that,	which	was	 in	 the	 tyme	of	 the	Lord	Gray	[Leonard	
Gray	served	as	Lord	Deputy	of	Ireland	(i.e.	chief	English	administrator)	from	1536	to	1540,	during	
the	 reign	 of	 Henry	 VIII],	 was	 surelie	 no	 lesse	 generall	 then	 all	 theis;	 for	 there	 was	 no	 part	 [of	
Ireland]	free	from	the	contagion,	but	all	conspired	in	one	to	cast	off	theire	subjeccon	to	the	Crowne	
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of	England.	Nevertheles,	thorough	the	most	wise	and	valiant	handlinge	of	that	right	noble	Lord,	yt	
got	not	 that	head	which	 the	 former	evills	 found;	 for	 in	 them	 the	Realme	 [Ireland]	was	 left,	 like	a	
shipp	in	a	storme	amiddest	all	the	raginge	surges,	unruled	and	undirected	of	any:	ffor	they	to	whom	
she	was	committed	either	fainted	in	theire	labor,	or	forsooke	theire	charge.	But	he,	like	a	most	wise	
pilott,	kept	her	corse	carefullie,	and	helde	her	most	stronglie	against	those	roaringe	billowes,	that	
he	brought	her	safelie	out	of	all:	so	as	longe	after,	even	by	the	space	of	xij	or	xiij	[12	or	13]	yeres,	
she	 rode	 at	 peace,	 thorough	his	 onlie	paynes	 and	 excellent	 endurance	 [by	Leonard	Gray’s	 efforts	
alone],	how	ever	envye	list	to	blatter	against	him.	But	of	this	wee	shall	have	more	occacon	to	speake	
at	an	other	tyme:	now	(if	it	please	you)	lett	us	return	agayne	unto	our	first	corse.	
Eudoxus	
Trulie	 I	 am	 verie	 glad	 to	 heare	 your	 judgement	 of	 the	 governement	 of	 that	 honourable	 man	 so	
soundlie;	 for	 I	 have	 heard	 it	 oftentymes	maligned,	 and	his	 [Leonard	Gray’s]	 doinges	 depraved	 of	
some,	who,	I	perceyve,	did	rather	of	malicious	mind,	or	private	greevance,	seeke	to	detract	from	the	
honor	of	his	deedes	and	counsells,	then	of	any	just	cause:	but	he	was	nevertheles,	in	the	judgement	
of	all	good	and	wise	men,	defended	and	maynteyned.	And	nowe	that	he	is	dead,	his	immortall	fame	
survives,	and	flourisheth	in	the	mouthes	of	all	the	people,	that	even	those	which	did	backbite	him,	
are	choked	with	theire	owne	venom,	and	breake	theire	galls	to	heare	his	so	honorable	report:	But	
lett	him	rest	 in	peace,	and	turne	wee	to	oure	more	troublous	matters	of	Discourse,	of	which	I	am	
right	sorie	that	you	make	so	short	an	end,	and	covet	to	passe	over	to	your	former	purpose;	for	there	
be	many	partes	of	Ireland	[during	the	present	time	(1590s)],	which	I	have	hearde	have	ben	no	lesse	
vexed	with	the	like	stormes,	then	theis	of	which	you	have	treated.	As	the	Countie	of	the	Byrnes	and	
Tooles	near	Dublyn	[County	Wicklow],	with	the	insolent	outrages	and	spoyles	of	Ffeagh	mac	Hugh	
[Irish	warlord	 Fiach	McHugh	 O’Byrne],	 the	 countries	 of	 Carlo,	Wexforde,	 and	Waterforde,	 of	 the	
Cavenaghes:	The	countries	of	Leix,	Kilkennye,	and	Kildare,	of	 the	Moores,	 the	countries	of	Offalie,	
Meath	and	Langford,	of	 the	Conhours	 [O’Connor	 family].	The	countries	of	Westmeath,	Cavan,	and	
Louth,	 of	 the	 O	 Relyes,	 the	 Kellies,	 and	many	 others.	 So	 as	 the	 discoursing	 of	 them,	 besides	 the	
pleasure	which	should	redound	out	of	your	historie,	be	also	verie	proffitable	for	matter	of	pollicie.	
[many	of	these	counties	had	only	recently	been	formed—a	process	called	shiring]	
	

•	
A	Later	Section	

By	this	point	in	their	dialogue,	Irenius	and	Eudoxus	are	discussing	events	near	and	even	during	
their	own	time.	They	focus	on	rebellions	against	Queen	Elizabeth	I:		

•	first,	the	two	Desmond	Rebellions,	led	by		
Gerald	FitzGerald,	15th	Earl	of	Desmond	(a	region	in	South	Munster);		

•	second,	the	subsequent	Nine	Years’	War,	led	by	a	coalition		
of	two	Ulster	families,	O’Neill	and	O’Donnell.		

Irenius	
[A]t	 the	 beginiynge	 of	 these	 wars	 [Irish	 rebellions	 against	 the	 English	 crown],	 and	 when	 the	
garrisons	[Irenius’s	proposed	English	military	centers	in	Ireland]	are	well	planted	[established]	and	
fortyfied,	I	would	wish	a	proclamacon	wear	made	generally	to	come	to	there	knowledge,	that	what	
[Irish]	persons	soever	would	within	twentye	dayes	absolutelye	submite	themselves	[to	the	English	
crown],	exceptinge	onlelye	the	verye	principall	and	ringeleaders,	should	find	grace:	I	doubt	not,	but	
upon	the	setlinge	of	 these	garrisons,	such	a	terror	and	nere	[near]	consideracon	of	 there	perilous	
estate	will	be	stricken	into	most	that	they	will	covett	to	draw	awaye	from	theire	leaders.	And	againe	
I	well	knowe	that	the	rebells	themselves	(as	I	saw	by	proof	in	the	Desmonds	wars	[Desmond’s	two	
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rebellions:	 1569-1573	 and	 1579-1583])	will	 turne	 awaye	 all	 theire	 rascall	 [non-warrior]	 people,	
whom	 they	 thinke	 unserviseable,	 as	 ould	 men,	 woemen,	 children,	 and	 hyndes,	 which	 they	 call	
churles,	which	would	onely	wast	 theire	victualls,	 and	yeilde	 them	no	ayde;	but	 theire	cattell	 they	
will	surely	keepe	awaye:	[Spenser	settled	in	Ireland	in	1580,	serving	under	Arthur	Grey	(Lord	Grey,	
14th	Baron	of	Wilton),	who	was	appointed	Lord	Deputy	of	Ireland	with	the	mission	of	quelling	the	
Second	Desmond	Rebellion.	In	1599,	Irish	rebels	forced	Spenser	and	his	family	to	flee	from	his	Irish	
home	 (Kilcolman	 Castle,	 County	 Cork)]	 These	 therefore	 though	 pollicye	would	 turne	 then	 backe	
againe,	 that	 they	 might	 the	 reyther	 consume	 and	 afflict	 the	 other	 rebells,	 yett	 in	 a	 pittifull	
commisseration,	 I	would	wishe	 them	 to	be	 received;	 the	 reyther	 for	 that	 this	base	 sort	of	people	
doth	not	for	the	most	parte	rebell	of	himselfe,	have	no	harte	thereunto,	but	is	of	force	drawne	by	the	
grand	rebels	 into	theire	action,	and	caryed	awaye	with	the	violence	of	the	streame,	ells	he	should	
bee	sure	to	loose	all	that	he	hath,	and	perhappes	his	life	alsoe,	the	which	now	he	caryeth	with	them,	
in	hope	to	enjoy	them	theire,	but	he	is	there	by	the	stronge	rebells	themselves	turned	out	of	all,	so	
that	 the	 constraint	 hereof	 maye	 in	 him	 deserve	 pardon.	 Liewise	 yf	 anye	 of	 there	 able	 men	 or	
gentlemen	shall	offer	to	come	awaie,	and	to	bringe	there	creete	with	them,	as	some	no	doubte	may	
steale	them	away	prevelye,	I	wishe	them	alsoe	to	be	receaved,	for	the	disablinge	of	thenymye,	but	
withall,	 that	good	assurance	maye	be	taken	of	 theire	true	behayvor	and	absolute	submission,	and	
that	they	then	be	not	suffered	to	remaine	anye	longer	in	those	parts,	no	nor	about	the	garison,	but	
sent	awaye	 into	the	 inner	parts	of	 the	realme,	and	dispersed	 in	such	sorte	as	 they	shall	not	come	
togeather,	 nor	 easelye	 retorne	yf	 they	would:	 For	 if	 they	might	be	 suffered	 to	 remaine	about	 the	
garrison,	and	 there	 inhabite,	as	shall	offer	 to	 till	 the	ground,	and	yeild	a	great	parte	of	 the	profitt	
thereof,	and	of	theire	cattell,	to	the	coronell,	wherewith	they	have	heretofore	tempted	manie,	they	
would	(as	I	have	by	experience	knowen)	bee	ever	after	such	a	gall	and	inconvenyence	to	them,	as	
that	theire	profitt	should	not	recompence	theire	hurte;	for	they	will	privilie	releive	theire	friendes	
that	are	forth;	they	will	send	the	enemye	secrett	advertisement	of	all	there	purposes	and	jorneyes	
which	they	meane	to	make	upon	them;	they	will	also	not	stick	to	drawe	the	enimye	upon	them,	yea	
and	 to	betraye	 the	 forte	 it	 self,	by	discoverye	of	all	defects	and	disadvantages	yf	anye	bee,	 to	 the	
cuttinge	of	 all	 theire	 throts.	 For	 avoydinge	whereof	 and	manye	other	 inconveniences,	 I	wish	 that	
they	should	be	carried	farr	from	thence	into	some	other	parts,	soe	as	I	saide,	they	come	and	submitt	
themselves,	 upon	 the	 first	 sommons:	 but	 afterwards	 [if	 Irish	 rebels	 did	 not	 sumit	 to	 the	 English	
dispensation	quickly]	I	would	have	none	received,	but	lefte	to	their	fortune	and	miserable	end:	my	
reason	is,	for	that	those	which	afterwards	remaine	without,	are	stoute	and	obstinate	rebells,	such	as	
will	never	be	made	dutyfull	and	obedient,	nor	brought	to	labor	or	civill	conversation,	havinge	once	
tasted	the	licensious	life,	and	beinge	acquainted	with	spoyle	and	outrages,	will	ever	after	be	readye	
for	 the	 like	 occasions,	 soe	 as	 there	 is	 no	hope	of	 theire	 amendement	 of	 recoverye,	 and	 therefore	
nedefull	to	be	cutt	of.	
Eudoxus	
Surelye	 of	 such	 desperat	 persons,	 as	 will	 follow	 the	 course	 of	 theire	 owne	 follye,	 there	 is	 noe	
comparison	to	bee	hadd,	and	for	the	others	yee	have	purposed	a	mercifull	meanes,	much	more	then	
they	 have	 deserved:	 but	what	 shall	 be	 the	 conclusion	 of	 this	war	 [the	Nine	Years’	War]?	 for	 you	
have	prefixed	a	shorte	tyme	of	theire	contenewance.	
Irenius	
The	end	I	assure	mee	will	be	verie	shorte,	and	much	soner	then	cann	bee,	in	soe	great	trouble	(as	yt	
semeth)	 hoped	 for,	 although	 there	 should	 none	 of	 them	 fall	 by	 the	 sword,	 nor	 be	 slaine	 by	 the	
soldier,	 yett	 thus	 beinge	 keepte	 from	 manurance	 [cultivation	 of	 crops],	 and	 theire	 cattle	 from	
runinge	 abroade,	 by	 this	 hard	 restrainte,	 they	would	 quicklye	 consume	 themselves,	 and	 devoure	
one	 an	 other.	 The	 proof	 whereof	 I	 saw	 sufficientlye	 ensampled	 in	 those	 late	 warrs	 in	Mounster	
[Second	Desmond	Rebellion];	 for	notwithstandinge	 that	 the	same	was	a	most	 ritch	and	plentyfull	
countrye,	 full	 of	 corne	 and	 cattell,	 that	 you	would	 have	 thought	 they	 could	 have	 beene	 hable	 to	
stand	longe,	yett	eare	one	yeare	and	a	half	they	weare	brought	to	such	wretchednes,	as	that	anye	
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stonye	herte	would	have	rewed	the	same.	Out	of	everye	corner	of	the	woode	and	glenns	they	came	
creepinge	forth	upon	theire	handes,	for	theire	legges	could	not	beare	them;	they	looked	Anatomies	
[of]	death,	they	spake	like	ghostes,	crying	out	of	theire	graves;	they	did	eate	of	the	carrions,	happye	
wheare	they	could	find	them,	yea,	and	one	another	soone	after,	in	soe	much	as	the	verye	carcasses	
they	 spared	 not	 to	 scrape	 out	 of	 theire	 graves;	 and	 if	 they	 found	 a	 plott	 of	 water-cresses	 or	
shamrockes,	 theyr	 they	 flocked	 as	 to	 a	 feast	 for	 the	 time,	 yett	 not	 able	 long	 to	 contynewe	
therewithall;	that	in	a	shorte	space	there	were	none	almost	left,	and	a	most	populous	and	plentyfull	
countrye	suddenly	lefte	voyde	of	man	or	beast:	yett	sure	in	all	that	warr,	there	perished	not	manye	
by	the	sworde,	but	all	by	the	extreamytie	of	famyne	which	they	themselves	hadd	wrought.	
Eudoxus	
It	is	a	wonder	that	you	tell,	and	more	to	bee	wondred	how	yt	should	soe	shortly	come	to	passe.	
Irenius	
It	is	most	true,	and	the	reason	alsoe	very	readye;	for	ye	must	conceive	that	the	strength	of	all	that	
nation	 is	 the	Kearne	[foot	soldier],	Gallowglasse	 [elite	mercenary	soldiers,	mainly	 from	Scotland],	
Stocagh,	Horsman,	and	Horseboy,	 the	which	haveing	ben	never	used	 to	have	any	 thinge	of	 theire	
owne,	and	now	 livinge	of	others,	make	no	sparre	of	anye	 thinge	but	havocke	and	confusion	of	all	
they	meete	with,	whether	yt	bee	theire	frindes	goods,	or	there	foes.	And	if	they	happen	to	gett	never	
soe	greate	spoyles	at	anye	tyme,	the	same	they	spoyle	and	waste	at	a	tryce,	as	naturallye	delightinge	
in	spoyle,	though	it	doe	themselves	noe	good.	On	thother	side,	whatsoever	they	leave	unspent,	the	
soldier,	when	hee	cometh	there,	he	havocketh	and	spoyleth	likewise,	soe	that	betweene	them	both	
nothinge	is	very	shortlye	lefte.	And	yett	this	is	verye	necessarye	to	be	done,	for	the	sonne	finyshinge	
of	 the	warr;	 and	nott	onely	 this	 in	 this	wise,	but	also	all	 those	 subjects	which	border	upon	 those	
parts,	are	wyther	to	bee	removed	and	drawne	awaye,	or	 likewise	to	bee	spoyled,	 that	the	enymie	
may	finde	no	succor	therebye:	for	what	the	soldyer	spares	the	rebell	will	surelye	spoyle.	
Eudoxus	
I	doe	now	well	understand	you.	But	now	when	all	 thinges	are	brought	 to	 this	passe,	and	all	 filled	
with	these	ruefull	spectackles	of	soe	manye	wretched	carcases	starvinge,	goodly	countryes	wasted,	
soe	huge	a	desolation	and	confusion,	as	even	I	that	doe	but	heare	yt	from	you,	and	doe	picture	it	in	
my	mynd,	doe	greatlye	pittye	and	commiserate	 it,	yf	 it	shall	happen,	 that	 the	state	of	 this	miserie	
and	lamentable	image	of	thinges	shall	bee	toulde,	and	felingelye	presented	to	her	sacred	majestye	
[Queen	Elizabeth	I],	beinge	by	nature	full	of	mercie	and	clemencye,	who	is	most	inclynable	to	such	
pittyfull	 complants,	 and	 will	 not	 indure	 to	 here	 such	 tragidyes	 made	 of	 her	 people	 and	 poore	
subjects	 as	 some	 about	 her	 maie	 insinuate;	 then	 shee	 perhapps,	 for	 very	 compassion	 of	 such	
calamityes,	will	 not	 onely	 stopp	 the	 streame	of	 such	 violence,	 and	 returne	 to	her	wonted	 [usual]	
myldnes,	but	also	cone	them	litle	 thankes	which	have	beene	the	aucthors	and	counsellers	of	such	
blodye	plattformes.	Soe	 I	 remember	 that	 in	 the	 late	government	of	 that	good	Lord	Graye	 [Arthur	
Grey	 (Lord	Grey,	 14th	Baron	 of	Wilton),	 Lord	Deputy	 of	 Ireland	 until	 recalled],	where	 after	 long	
travell	and	many	perillous	assaies,	he	hadd	brought	thinges	almost	to	this	passe	that	ye	speake	of,	
that	yt	was	even	made	 ready	 for	 reformation,	 and	might	have	ben	brought	 to	what	her	majestye	
would,	like	complainte	was	made	against	him,	that	he	was	a	bloodye	man,	and	regarded	not	the	life	
of	her	 subjectes	noe	more	 then	dogges,	but	hadd	wasted	and	consumed	all,	 soe	as	now	shee	had	
nothinge	 left;	 but	 to	 reigne	 in	 theire	 ashes:	 her	 Majesties	 eare	 was	 sonne	 lent	 thereunto,	 all	
suddenlye	turned	topsye	turvie;	the	noble	Lord	eftsoones	was	blamed;	the	wretched	people	pittied;	
and	newe	counsells	plotted,	in	which	it	was	concluded	that	a	generall	pardon	should	be	sent	over	to	
all	that	would	accepte	of	yt:	upon	which	all	former	purposes	were	blancked,	the	Governor	at	a	baye,	
and	 not	 onely	 all	 that	 greate	 and	 longe	 charge	which	 shee	 hadd	 before	 beene	 at,	 quite	 lost	 and	
cancelled,	 but	 alsoe	 all	 that	 hope	 of	 good	 which	 was	 even	 at	 the	 doore	 putt	 backe,	 and	 clean	
frustrate.	All	which	whether	yt	be	trew,	or	not,	your	selfe	cann	well	tell.	
Irenius	
Too	 trewe,	 Eudoxus,	 the	more	 the	 pittye,	 for	 I	may	 not	 forgett	 soe	memorable	 a	 thinge:	 neyther	
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cann	I	be	ignorante	of	that	perillous	devise,	and	of	the	whole	meanes	by	which	it	was	compassed,	
and	 verye	 cunninglye	 contrived,	 by	 soweinge	 first	 dyssension	 betweene	 him	 and	 an	 other	 noble	
personage,	 wherein	 they	 both	 at	 length	 found	 how	 notablie	 they	 had	 beene	 abused,	 and	 how	
therebye,	under	hand,	 this	universal	 alteracon	of	 thinges	was	brought	 aboute,	 but	 then	 to	 late	 to	
staie	the	same;	for	in	the	meane	tyme	all	that	was	formerly	done	with	longe	labour	and	great	toyle,	
was	(as	you	saye)	in	a	moment	undone,	and	that	good	Lord	blotted	with	the	name	of	a	bloody	man,	
whom,	who	that	well	knewe,	knewe	to	be	most	gentle,	affable,	lovinge	and	temperate;	but	that	the	
necessitie	 of	 that	 present	 state	 of	 thinges	 enforced	 him	 to	 that	 violence,	 and	 almost	 changed	 his	
verrye	naturall	dispostion.	But	otherwise	he	was	so	farre	from	delighting	in	blodd,	that	oftentymes	
he	 suffred	not	 just	vengeance	 to	 fall	where	 it	was	deserved:	 and	even	 some	of	 those	which	were	
afterwardes	his	accusers,	had	tasted	to	much	of	his	mercye,	and	were	from	the	gallowes	brought	to	
be	his	accusers.	But	his	course	 indeede	was	this,	 that	he	spared	not	 the	heades	and	principalls	of	
any	 mischevous	 practize	 or	 rebellion,	 but	 shewed	 sharpe	 judgement	 on	 them,	 cheifly	 for	 an	
example	 sake,	 that	 all	 the	 meaner	 sort,	 which	 also	 were	 then	 generally	 infected	 with	 that	 evill,	
might	by	terror	thereof	be	reclaymed,	and	saved,	yf	it	were	[possible].	For	in	the	last	conspiracy	of	
some	of	the	English	pale,	thinke	you	not	that	there	were	many	more	guyltie	then	[they]	that	felt	the	
punishment?	or	was	there	any	almost	clere	from	the	same?	yet	he	towched	onely	a	fewe	of	speciall	
note;	and	in	the	triall	of	them	also	even	to	prevent	the	blame	of	crueltie	and	parciall	proceadinge	as	
seekinge	 their	 blood,	 which	 he,	 in	 his	 great	 wisedome	 (as	 it	 seemeth)	 did	 fore-see	 would	 be	
objected	against	him;	he,	 for	avoydinge	thereof,	did	use	a	singular	discretion	and	regarde.	For	the	
Jury	 that	went	 upon	 their	 triall,	 he	made	 to	 be	 chosen	 out	 of	 their	 neerest	 kinnesmen,	 and	 their	
Judges	he	made	of	some	their	owne	fathers,	of	others	their	uncles	and	dearest	freindes,	who	when	
they	coulde	not	but	justly	condemne	them,	yet	uttered	their	judgment	in	aboundance	of	teares,	and	
yett	even	herein	he	was	accompted	bloody	and	cruell.	
Eudoxus	
Indeede	so	have	I	heard	it	often	so	spoken,	but	I	perceyve	(as	I	alwaies	verely	thought)	that	it	was	
most	unjustly;	for	hee	was	alwaies	knowne	to	be	a	most	just,	sincere,	godly,	and	right	noble	man,	far	
from	 suche	 stearnenesse,	 far	 from	 suche	 unrighteousnes.	 But	 in	 that	 sharpe	 execucon	 of	 the	
Spaniards	at	the	forte	of	Seuawick	[November	1580	massacre,	on	Arthur	Grey’s	orders,	of	over	400	
Spanish	 and	 Italian	 Papal	 troops	 seeking	 to	 aid	 Irish	 rebels	 at	 Smerwick	 Habor,	 County	 Kerry;	
Spenser	likely	and	Walter	Raleigh	certainly	present]	I	heard	it	specially	noted,	and,	if	it	were	trewe	
as	some	reported,	surely	it	was	a	great	towche	to	him	in	honor,	for	some	say	that	he	promised	them	
life;	others	that	at	the	least	he	did	put	them	in	hope	thereof.	
Irenius	
Both	the	one	and	the	other	is	most	untrue;	for	this	I	can	assure	you,	my	self	beinge	as	neare	them	as	
any,	 that	 hee	 was	 so	 farre	 from	 promisinge	 or	 putting	 [them]	 in	 hope,	 that	 when	 first	 their	
Secretary,	 called,	 as	 I	 remember	 Segnor	 Jeffrey,	 an	 Italian	 [being]	 sent	 to	 treate	 with	 the	 Lord	
Deputie	[Grey]	for	grace,	was	flatly	refused;	and	afterwardes	their	Coronell,	named	Don	Sebastian,	
came	forth	to	intreate	that	they	might	part	with	their	armes	like	souldiers,	at	least	with	their	lyves,	
accordinge	to	the	custome	of	warre	and	lawe	of	Nations,	it	was	strongly	denyed	him,	and	tolde	him	
by	the	Lord	Deputie	him	selfe,	that	they	coulde	not	iustly	pleade	either	customme	of	warr,	of	lawe	of	
Nations,	for	that	they	were	not	any	lawfull	enemyes;	and	if	they	were,	willed	them	to	shewe	by	what	
commission	they	came	thither	into	another	Prices	domynions	to	warre,	whether	from	the	Pope	or	
the	Kinge	of	Spayne,	or	any	other.	Then	when	they	saide	they	had	not,	but	were	onely	adventurers	
that	 came	 to	 seeke	 fortune	 abroade,	 and	 serve	 in	 warrs	 amongst	 the	 Irishe,	 who	 desired	 to	
entertayne	 them,	 it	 was	 then	 tolde	 them,	 that	 the	 Irishe	 them	 selves,	 as	 the	 Earle	 and	 John	 of	
Desmonde	with	the	rest,	were	no	lawfull	enemyes,	but	Rebells	and	traytors;	and	therefore	they	that	
came	to	succor	them	no	better	than	rogues	and	runnagates,	specially	comminge	with	no	licence,	nor	
commission	 from	 their	 owne	Kinge:	 so	 as	 it	 shoulde	 be	 dishonorable	 for	 him	 in	 the	 name	 of	 his	
Queene	to	condicon	or	make	any	tearmes	with	suche	rascalls,	but	left	them	to	their	choyce,	to	yiedle	
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and	submitt	themselves,	or	no.	Wherupon	the	said	Coronell	did	absolutely	yeild	him	selfe	and	the	
fort,	with	all	therein,	and	craved	onely	mercy,	which	it	being	thought	good	not	to	shew	them,	both	
for	daiunger	of	themselves	yf,	being	saved,	they	should	afterwardes	joyne	with	the	Irishe,	and	also	
for	terror	of	the	Irish,	who	were	muche	imboldned	by	those	forreyne	succours,	and	also	put	in	hope	
of	more	ere	longe;	there	was	no	other	way	but	to	make	that	short	ende	of	them	which	was	made.	
Therefore	most	untruly	and	maliciously	doe	theis	evill	 tongues	backbite	and	sclaunder	the	sacred	
ashes	 of	 that	 most	 just	 and	 honorable	 personage,	 whose	 leaste	 vertue,	 of	 many	 most	 exceleent	
which	abounded	in	his	heroicke	spirit,	they	were	never	able	to	aspire	unto.	
Eudoxus	
Truly,	Irenius:	I	am	right	glad	to	be	thus	satisfied	by	you	in	that	I	have	often	heard	questioned,	and	
yet	was	never	hable,	to	choke	the	mouthe	of	suche	detractors	with	the	certayne	knowledge	of	their	
sclanderous	untruthes:	neither	is	the	knowledge	thereof	impertinent	to	that	which	we	formerly	had	
in	hand,	I	meane	to	the	through	prosecutinge	of	that	sharpe	course	which	yee	have	sett	downe	for	
the	 bringing	 under	 of	 those	 rebells	 of	 Ulster	 and	 Connaght,	 and	 preparinge	 a	 waye	 for	 their	
perpetuall	reformacon,	 least	happely,	by	any	suche	synister	sugestions	of	creweltie	and	to	muche	
bloodshed,	 all	 the	 plott	 might	 be	 overthrowne,	 and	 all	 the	 cost	 and	 labour	 therein	 imployed	 be	
utterly	lost	and	cast	away.	
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